
Torbay Catchment Restoration Plan

APPENDIX 2

OUTCOMES FROM COMMUNITY FORUMS AT ELLEKER,
TORBAY AND REDMOND JUNE 2002

1. INFORMATION REQUESTED AND RESEARCH SUGGESTED BY THE COMMUNITY

Salinity

• How much of a problem is salinity in the catchment area?

Water extraction

• What are the consequences of water extraction?
• Please provide more information on monitoring results.

Nutrients

• Need more information about the nutrients coming out of horticultural areas.
• Monitoring results from the waste water treatment plant & flushing meadows and

water quality below the tree farm.
• Need to monitor nutrient runoff from bluegum plantations to answer - how much

fertiliser is being used by bluegums?
• Explore R&D options for nutrient reuse/recycling in the catchment.
• Quantify nutrient discharge to the ocean and evaluate the impacts and industry

involvement.
• Algal blooms - are the nutrients the problem what about light (shading) and water

depth?
• Need more specific information on nutrient generators in areas close to the inlets.
• Monitor water quality from point sources and specific land uses.
• Test amount of nutrients used by pasture species, e.g. kikuyu.
• Provide information to landholders on best practice nutrient reduction and improving

productivity.

Costs of Change

• What are the costs of changing key land uses?

Drainage System

• What would be the impacts of fixing drains on upstream flooding?
• What has worked elsewhere in terms of drainage management?
• Benchmark Torbay against other catchments
• Who decides on when floodgates and Inlet are opened? What are the criteria for

deciding?
• How does the Marbellup Brook work and who monitors it?
• Can Marbellup Brook water be diverted back through Lake Powell as it used to?
• What is/could be the role of Manarup in taking excess water?
• Is JAMBA CAMBA in this catchment - is Lake Powell listed?
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Chemicals

• Is there chemical discharge from bluegums? Is there chemical discharge from
railway sleepers?

• Does sump oil from tractors on farms with water frontage go into waterways?

Bar Opening

• Explore existing anecdotal information on bar openings re relevance to Torbay .
• Bar opening - does it need natural or artificial opening for better management?

Algae

• Find our cause of smell in Lake Powell.
• Is there a chemical treatment for reducing the smell?
• Will flushing help?

Fish Stocks

• What can be done to replenish fish stocks?
• Are Murray Cod good or not to have in the water bodies? - need more information.

Education

• Need information on the effect of landuses on the environment and waterways.
Need to know this information before industries start up.

• Need field days/education for new landholders.
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2.  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN THE TORBAY CATCHMENT AND POSSIBLE
SOLUTIONS
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3. ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC ISSUES IN THE TORBAY CATCHMENT AND
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
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4.  ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS OF AN IDEAL, SUSTAINABLE TORBAY
CATCHMENT COMMUNITY

Water quality
• Clean water i.e. useable for domestic use and recreation
• Clean, healthy waterways and water
• 'Clean not green' water
• No/minimal algal blooms in lakes and inlets
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• Ocean 100% free of land use associated impacts
• Able to swim in the creeks and waters.

Drains/water management
• Remove or revegetate drains - they are ugly
• Water retained in the catchment, reduced runoff e.g. wetlands
• Wetlands, streams fenced to exclude cattle
• All erosion gone
• No erosion scars along the waterways
• Unndiup creek back as natural
• Controlled drainage system that meets all needs
• Increased wetlands eg. back of Torbay Hall
• All creeklines in the catchment fenced and revegetated.
• No restrictions placed on local use of water, relating to Water Corporation use of

Marbellup
• Well maintained drains
• Wetlands purchased by government and put back for flood and nutrient control.

Aquatic species
• Original species present in water
• Marron in every creek
• Lakes and inlets flourish with leaping silver (not gold) fish
• Prawns back in the Inlet
• Water quality supports native species including removing algal blooms.

Flora and fauna
• Native vegetation & fauna protected
• More trees on farms - more native vegetation, on tops of hills, all farms to have

25% vegetation fenced off with trees, understorey, and sedges
• Weeds controlled by vigilant community
• Regeneration of remnant bush
• All foxes, cats and rabbits eliminated and dogs managed
• More abundant native wildlife flora and fauna
• Torndirrup and Cape Howe National Parks joined
• More native vegetation fences - individual landholders given opportunity to fence

their vegetation
• Hollow trees kept for habitat
• Native marsupials back in the bush and frogs back in creeks
• Lots of birdlife
• Native trees are looked after
• Green belts created for wildlife corridors.

Whole catchment management
• Model precincts/ subcatchments - foster these through change agents
• Harmonious eco/environment that provides economic and environmental sustainability
• All needs met
• Maintain agricultural aspects of the catchment - cleaner !
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• Economics of this district (farming, dairies, piggeries, aquaculture) flourishing in an
economically sustainable way.

5.  SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF AN IDEAL, SUSTAINABLE TORBAY
CATCHMENT COMMUNITY

Communication
• Better feedback/ communication
• Good neighbours
• Community rather than individualism
• Awareness of mutual reliance and shared responsibility eg city vs rural, upper vs

lower catchment, on site vs off site effluent disposal
• Increased awareness of everyone in the catchment and that what they do affects

the environment
• Strong well informed community through local commerce/ shops, newsletter, local

groups local government representatives
• Well linked with partners from outside of the region through critical contact people
• Every landowner in the area educated and aware of what we are working towards
• Ongoing discussion, management, changes in technology, monitor population
• Continuation of very effective monitoring to gauge when things get out of balance.

Involved community
• More active and involved community working together more.
•Greater awareness of residents
• Retain the good, but recognise that there will be change
• Community engaged in protection and development of Torbay
• Access to ongoing education for landholders.
• Community 'thriving' re: supporting local halls, progress associations etc
• Big happy community !
• Want everyone in the catchment to feel so good about living here that they look

after it
• Sharing community - coming together formally and informally
• People taking pride in the place
• More social interactions
• Encouragement.

Housing/population
• Less subdivision and residential zoning
• More people living on their properties in the catchment leading to improvement

property management including better weed control
• Restricted urban development.

Aesthetics
• Protect naturalness
• No litter (related to store)
• No change to the appearance of the catchment.
• Retain and enhance scenic, natural beauty.
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Recreation
• Access to waterways in a sustainable way
• Recreational access maintained, but controlled by environmental considerations

e.g. riding trails
• Recreation, beaches and rivers, slower lifestyle
• Maintain special areas in the catchment e.g. Cosy Corner
• Walk trails around scenic spots
• Greater recreational use of waterways.

6.  ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF AN IDEAL, SUSTAINABLE TORBAY
CATCHMENT COMMUNITY

Industry
• Focus on passive tourism, eco-tourism, instead of other industry
• Encourage tourism but retain agricultural landscape and primary productions as

primary land use
• More industries based on natural products
• More value adding eg. pickling cauliflowers
• People must be able to live and earn in and from the catchment
• Visible and sustainable low impact business
• Employment diversity in the catchment
• Increased ecotourism and ecotourism encouraged in the area - spinoffs increased

awareness of environment
• Appropriate land uses in appropriate places eg bluegums only in right areas - this

needs long term planning in place
• Planned industrial areas with no noxious industry in the catchment

Land use management
• Lush pastures covered with Angus/Murray Greys/Charolais
• Better fertiliser practices - less bare ground, more perennial pastures
• Great areas of nutrient uptaking pastures/trees, production of grasses - more

productive catchment
• Farmers getting more return and pushing their land less
• Farmers using all their nutrients on their properties
• Trees, tree belts for wind breaks leading to improved pasture and cattle production
• Healthier pastures through efficient fertiliser application and use (increased promotion

and uptake of alternative fertilisers)
• Best practice for new introduced horticulture or any new landuse.

197



Torbay Catchment Restoration Plan198


